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“We can tell you what day a particular sheet of metal was or-
dered, which work order it was used in, and what final assembly it
went to,” says Len Bushnell, director of operations. “This is neces-
sary for traceability, records retention, and risk mitigation.”

Mass’s turnkey capability allows the company to peer into
operations via the MRP database and see inventory, build status,
and production schedules. As market conditions change, it’s often
not easy for customers—especially a new start-up or a company
launching a new product—to predict deliveries. But with the aid
of real time information, Mass is able to react quickly.

“Knowing what to look for during our Failure Mode and Ef-
fects Analysis (FMEA) from a manufacturability perspective gives
a customer and engineering an opportunity to prevent defects
by designing for assembly,” says Dan Heiman, quality manager.
“Seeing the data collected by our on-line SPC and placing it on
the web helps customers become more involved when changes
are requested.”

Johnson says that Mass has been doing contract design since
the early *90s and has a “unique approach to rapid prototyping.”
The company can use its CNC equipment to conduct “use” test-
ing for product life cycle testing; it can also reverse engineer
older products and can often redesign components to improve
manufacturability. Mass also employs a New Product Introduction
methodology that provides real time feedback during the build
in order to refine the manufacturing process.

“As a contract manufacturer, our proprietary service comes
from our focus on technology and customer service,” Johnson
says. “This provides the overall details for manufacturing, inven-
tory, packaging, shipment, and installation. These choices are
often secondary choices, but are significant issues to consider.”
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For more on Mass Precision, visit www.massprecision.com or
enter E25.

New Division Creates Overnight Prototypes

VALENCIA, Calif—Solid Concepts, a supplier of rapid pro-
totyping, direct digital manufacturing, tooling, and injection
molding services, has expanded its outsourcing services to meet
the growing needs of design engineers in a broad spectrum of
industries, ranging from aerospace to automotive, medical, and
electronics assembly, among others. The expansion is centered on
a rapid prototyping service and its corresponding website, www.
ZoomRP.com, which provides a three-step process for designers
to acquire fast access to prototypes.

If an order is placed by 5:00 p.m. EST, the finished part can
be built and shipped for morning delivery the following day. The
company expects to expand from its use of the standard, rigid
white prototype material into “whole other spectrums of fast,
available prototypes, using a variety of materials and colors” in
the following months.

Solid Concepts uses high-speed PolyJet™ technology to provide
prototypes quickly and reliably, the company reports. The PolyJet
system builds parts in 16-micron layers with exceptional detail
and edge visualization, and is suitable for high-quality prototypes
and master patterns. PolyJet prototypes are best-suited for appli-
cations in which accuracy, detail, and surface finish are critical
and the part fits within a 5-inch x 5-inch x 5-inch build volume.
The maximum Poly]et build volume is said to be 19.3 inches x
15.4 inches x 7.9 inches.

For more information, visit www.ZoomRP.com or enter E26.
PolyJet is a trademark of Objet Geometries, Ltd.
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R&D Manufacturing is proud of our specialty work for diverse clients.
For 13 years we have produced intricate pieces for companies
that demand the highest quality — like yours.

@
Screw Machining
@
Prototyping SPECIALTY
PARTS
—®

Precision Machining

® >
Grinding of precision machine parts THE'RDED
PARTS
@
Q.M.1: Registered to 150 9001:2000
CERT-0014569:104971 WATER & AIR

FAITTINGS
160 SW Freeman Ave
Hillsboro, OR 97123
PH-503-693-8088
FAX-503-693-0951

R&D Manufacturing

CIRCLE #942

www.r-dmfg.com




